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Journal Assessment is not all About COUNTER Statistics!!  
Lutishoor Salisbury, University of Arkansas Libraries, Fayetteville,  lsalisbu@uark.edu 
Why Collection Assessment? 
Decreasing budgets 
Escalating costs of science and technology journal subscriptions 
Obligations to provide the core discipline resources in academic  
   environments 
Satisfy information needs of different levels of users 
Evidenced-based decisions 
 COUNTER  (Counting Online Usage of Networked  
 Electronic Resources) Data 
COUNTER 4 — Integrated Code of Practice covering journals,  
  databases and books, as well as, multimedia content 
Implementation: December 31, 2013 
Vendor generated usage data  
Provides consistent data across vendors 
Only part of the whole in decision making 
It is quantitative: identifies journals browsed, read, download,  
  printed 
Does not tell about the nature of use   
Does not give information on impact of the material 
Electronic Journal holdings not comprehensive 
Print back runs (in storage or other locations) 
Interlibrary data/circulation data — print back files 
Other Factors for Consideration 
 Understand the Environment and Users 
Understand users and their research areas 
Users’ needs 
Information seeking behaviors 
Characteristics of the serial publications 
Top journals in an area 
Who are the other potential users of the journal 
Multiple Years of Data Important in Decision Making 
Evidenced-based decision making 
Look beyond COUNTER data in making meaningful decisions 
Provide evidence-based reasons to retain expensive journals 
Conclusion  
Incorporating Research Publications and Citation Data 
Campus/departmental research publications — faculty publications (journals, books,  
  patents, grants, presentations, theses and dissertations) 
Cited references — times cited 
Tedious process of extracting data 
Necessary information to make good decisions 
Databases With Citation Data 
SciFinder 
Scopus 
Web of Science 
http://blog.clickcare.com/blog/bid/135221/Big-Data-and-Healthcare-Collaboration 
 Hypothetical Case: Weighted Total Use  
Journal Title
FY 2013 
EJournalUse 
COUNTER
CY 2013
Univ Cites
CY 2013 
Univ Pub
Total Use
Weighted 
Total Use
ACS nano 2233 58 3 2294 2538
The Journal of biological chemistry 3826 139 6 3971 4551
Nano letters 2427 146 2 2575 3167
Small 444 14 1 459 519
Angewandte Chemie 3065 69 0 3134 3410
Protein expression and purification 234 0 0 234 234
Nature materials 287 80 1 368 692
Synlett 341 1 0 342 346
Biochemical and biophysical research communications 699 36 6 741 909
The Journal of biochemistry 49 2 0 51 59
Nature chemistry 902 5 0 907 927
Protein science 286 9 0 295 331
The Biochemical journal 342 17 0 359 427
Analytica chimica acta 546 15 0 561 621
Trends in analytical chemistry : TrAC 171 5 0 176 196
 Hypothetical Case: Counter vs Weighted Total Use  
Journal Title Cost $ 2013
Cost $ / Use 
[C/U]
Cost $ / Total 
Use [C/TU]
Cost $ / 
Weighted Total 
Use [C/WTU]
Difference in 
cost #: [C/U] - 
[C/WTU]
Difference in 
cost %:
ACS nano 654.90 0.29 0.29 0.26 0.04 12.02%
The Journal of biological chemistry 3054.90 0.80 0.77 0.67 0.13 15.93%
Nano letters 1701.38 0.70 0.66 0.54 0.16 23.37%
Small 909.74 2.05 1.98 1.75 0.30 14.45%
Angewandte Chemie 4877.93 1.59 1.56 1.43 0.16 10.12%
Protein expression and purification 1106.21 4.73 4.73 4.73 0.00 0.00%
Nature materials 4448.00 15.50 12.09 6.43 9.07 58.53%
Synlett 2274.60 6.67 6.65 6.57 0.10 1.45%
Biochemical and biophysical research communications 8968.31 12.83 12.1 9.87 2.96 23.10%
The Journal of biochemistry 563.04 11.49 11.04 9.54 1.95 16.95%
Nature chemistry 5509.00 6.11 6.07 5.94 0.16 2.70%
Protein science 2097.06 7.33 7.11 6.34 1.00 13.60%
The Biochemical journal 5031.00 14.71 14.01 11.78 2.93 19.91%
Analytica chimica acta 12569.13 23.02 22.4 20.24 2.78 12.08%
Trends in analytical chemistry : TrAC 2374.98 13.89 13.49 12.12 1.77 12.76%
Journal Title Cost $ 2013
FY 2013 
EJournalUse 
COUNTER
Cost $ / Use JCR Category JCR Rank
Impact 
Factor
Faculty 
Interested
Grad 
Interested
ACS nano 654.90 2233 0.29 CHEMISTRY, MULTIDISCIPLINARY 9 of 152 12.062 6 25
The Journal of biological chemistry 3054.90 3826 0.80 BIOCHEMISTRY & MOLECULAR BIOLOGY62 of 290 4.651 7 20
Nano letters 1701.38 2427 0.70 CHEMISTRY, MULTIDISCIPLINARY 8 of 152 13.025 6 25
Small 909.74 444 2.05 CHEMISTRY, MULTIDISCIPLINARY 15 of 152 7.823 6 25
Angewandte Chemie 4877.93 3065 1.59 CHEMISTRY, MULTIDISCIPLINARY 7 of 152 13.734 25 50
Protein expression and purification 1106.21 234 4.73 BIOCHEMICAL RESEARCH METHODS 60 of 75 1.507 10 22
Nature materials 4448.00 287 15.50 CHEMISTRY, PHYSICAL 1 of 135 35.749 30 50
Synlett 2274.60 341 6.67 CHEMISTRY, ORGANIC 21 of 57 2.655 4 10
Biochemical and biophysical research communications 8968.31 699 12.83 BIOCHEMISTRY & MOLECULAR BIOLOGY181 of 290 2.406 10 22
The Journal of biochemistry 563.04 49 11.49 BIOCHEMISTRY & MOLECULAR BIOLOGY154 of 290 2.719 10 22
Nature chemistry 5509.00 902 6.11 CHEMISTRY, MULTIDISCIPLINARY 3 of 152 21.757 25 50
Protein science 2097.06 286 7.33 BIOCHEMISTRY & MOLECULAR BIOLOGY150 of 290 2.735 10 22
The Biochemical journal 5031.00 342 14.71 BIOCHEMISTRY & MOLECULAR BIOLOGY61 of 290 4.654 10 22
Analytica chimica acta 12569.13 546 23.02 CHEMISTRY, ANALYTICAL 7 of 75 4.387 6 12
Trends in analytical chemistry : TrAC 2374.98 171 13.89 CHEMISTRY, ANALYTICAL 2 of 75 6.351 6 12
 Hypothetical Case: 
 Chemistry and Biochemistry Journals — Dummy Institution 
Qualitative Save Quantitative $$ 
http://thininc.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/time-to-decide-p.com-135137331.jpg 
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